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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

       November 3, 2005 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Pottstown School District 
was held on Thursday,  November 3, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. in the Wayne A. Deegan Room of the 
Pottstown Middle School with  President, Mr. Barry Robertson presiding. Upon roll call, the 
following members were present:  Mrs. Bonita Barnhill,  Mr. Robert H. Hartman, Mr. Richard C. 
Huss, Mr. Barry Robertson,  Dr. James Smock, Mr. Phillip Thees and Mrs. Sharon V. Thomas. 
Absent: Mrs. Carolyn Mauras and Mr. Robert M. Morgan. Also present were: Substitute 
Superintendent  of Schools, Mr. David P. Krem; Business Administrator, Mr. James R. Bush; 
Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Reed Lindley; Director of Education and Human Resources, Mr. 
Jeffrey Sparagana; Solicitor, Mr. Stephen Kalis; Mr. John Armato, Dr. Robert Stevens,  Mr. 
Robert Giering, Mr. Matt Moyer, Mrs. Rita Cohen, Mrs. Mia DiPaolo, Mr. Stephen Rodriguez,  
Mrs. Loretta Sweigart, Mrs. Andrea Hunsberger, Mrs. Judith Zahora, Mr. David Garner,  Mrs. 
Jill Heywood, Mr. Ronald Brown, and interested citizens. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Huss  and seconded by Dr. Smock that the minutes of the regular 
meeting held on October 20,  2005 be approved. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
LIST OF BILLS 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Huss and seconded by Dr. Smock that the list of bills for the 
General Fund totaling $670,733.58; the Athletic Fund totaling $2,052.62; the Elementary 
Activity Fund totaling $ 4,822.19; the Food Services Fund totaling $526.70 be approved and a 
copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-036. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 None. 
    
AWARDS 
 
 None. 
 
HEARINGS FROM PATRONS OF THE SCHOOLS 
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 Mrs. Jill Heywood expressed her thanks to the great team at the High School. She 
recently had a death in her family and members of the staff called to personally offer their 
condolences.  
 
 Mr. David Garner has suffered through several months of board meetings and feels that 
there is a lack of information being disseminated. He expressed concerns that the board meetings 
are not very user friendly. He has personally asked for information and has received no response. 
He feels that the board is not keeping the public informed because the board does not want the 
public to know what is going on.  
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
 
 Mr. Gordon Walker presented information on the 1999 Bond Refinancing. The original 
resolution required a savings of at least 2.75%. The interest rates could not maintain that savings 
parameter. As such, the bond issue will be split. This will allow for savings in excess of 2.75%. 
The first issue is scheduled for closing on December 6, 2005, with the second issue closing in 
January 2006. 
 
 Mr. Rob Wolper reviewed the amendment to borrowing resolution dated September 15, 
2005. The new resolution incorporates a statement that bonds will be bank qualified.  
   
APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
 
 It was moved by Dr. Smock and seconded by Mr. Huss  that the following consent items 
be approved in accordance with Policy 1120, as recommended by the Substitute Superintendent 
of Schools: 
 
CLASSROOM ASSISTANT RESIGNATION 
 
Marie Ramos, 528 Chestnut Street, Pottstown PA  19464,Classroom Assistant/Special 
Education, resignation effective October 20, 2005. 
      
REQUEST FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Jill Bolonski, 10 Benner Road, Royersford PA  19468, Teacher, Lincoln Elementary, requests a 
childbearing/childrearing leave of absence effective on or about March 6, 2006 through the 
remainder of the 2005-06 school year. This leave would be partially covered under FMLA.  
             
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS/NURSES ELECTIONS 
 
Jan Browning, 484 Spring Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, $85/hour 
and in accordance with Board Policy 3920, effective October 3, 2005. 
 
Maria Pettine, 2428 Overlook Drive, Gilbertsville PA  19525, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, 
$85/hour and in accordance with Board Policy 3920, effective October 1, 2005. 
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Julie Warburton, 106 Balsam Drive, Douglassville PA  19518, Special Substitute Teacher, 
$90/day , effective October 7, 2005. 
 
Melissa Robinson, 1314 Overdale Drive, Pottstown PA  200519454, Per Diem Substitute 
Teacher, $85/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920, effective September 26, 2005. 
 
Claire Schweitzer, 413 Green Street, Green Lane PA  18054, Per Diem Substitute Teacher, 
$85/day and in accordance with Board Policy 3920, effective October 10, 2005. 
   
Bridget McGuigan, 302 Fox Trail, Royersford PA  19468, Substitute Nurse, $85/day and in 
accordance with Board Policy 3920, effective October 6, 2005. 
     
CLASSIFIED ELECTIONS 
 
Karen Swanson, 1 E. 6th Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Substitute Cafeteria/Hall Proctor, 
Pottstown Middle School, $10.26/hour, effective October 1, 2005. 
 
Barbara Yeager, 1 W. Fifth Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Substitute Breakfast Proctor, 
$11.03/hour, effective September 28, 2005. 
    
FOOD SERVICE ELECTIONS 
 
Cindy Webb, 429 W. Reynolds Avenue, Pottstown PA  19464,Substitute Food Service, 
$9.41/hour, effective October 3, 2005. 
 
Elizabeth Bonson, 329 Cherry Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Part-Time Food Service Employee, 
Pottstown High School, Position Grade 2-C, $9.79/hour (approx. 3-1/4 hours/day), effective 
October 14, 2005. 
  

   CAFETERIA/HALL PROCTOR ELECTIONS 
 

Jeanette Jones, 359 New Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Cafeteria/Hall Proctor, Pottstown Middle 
School, $33.30/day, effective October 17, 2005. 
    
Jeanette Jones, 359 New Street, Pottstown PA  19464,  Substitute Cafeteria/Hall Proctor, 
Pottstown Middle School, $10.26/hour, effective October 17, 2005. 

 
   ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TUTORING 
   (Paid through EAP Grant) Program effect October 11 through April 27, 2005, 2 days/week,    
   1 hour/day, Franklin/Edgewood/Lincoln  
 

Coordinators 
 

Jill Pinder, 217 N. Franklin Streets (right rear), Boyertown PA 19512, $28/hour – maximum of 5 
hours/week. 
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Kari Kindig, 156 Woodchoppertown Road, Boyertown PA  19512, $28/hour – maximum of 5 
hours/week. 
 
Thomas Daniels, 524 Brighton Avenue, Reading PA  19606, $28/hour – maximum of 10 
hours/week. 
 
Teachers 
 
Lisa Whitehurst, 530 N. Adams Street, Pottstown PA  19464,$28/hour. 
 
Denise Schleicher, 1 Ohlinger Drive, Fleetwood PA  19522,$28/hour. 
 
Karen Brown, 608 Walden Drive, West Chester PA  19380,$28/hour. 
 
Kathleen Marchek, 346 Red Corner Road, Douglassville PA 19518,$28/hour. 
 
Ann Marie Hayer, 1554 Potter Drive, Pottstown PA  19464,$28/hour. 
 
Dawn Smith Adams, 980 N. Warren Street, Pottstown PA  19464,$28/hour. 
 
Diana Hofmanner, 809 W. 8th Street, Birdsboro PA  19508, $28/hour. 
 
Connie Belin, 364 W. King Street, Pottstown PA  19464,$28/hour. 
 
Marie Anders, 7115 Boyertown Pike, Douglassville PA  19518, $28/hour. 
 
Karen Lawler, 1002 N. Evans Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Karen Curley, 600 Pennypacker Avenue, Phoenixville PA  19460,$28/hour. 
 
Jane Hospador, 733 Oak Tree Court, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Angie Tellis, 623 King Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Cynthia Kuklinski, 150 Aspen Lane, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Matthew Cohen, 15022 Liberty Lane, Philadelphia PA  19116, $28/hour. 
 
Rose Wentzel, 1110 Crestwood Drive, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Frances Emrick, 84 Cedar Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Diane Hahn, 223 Stallion Lane, Schwenksville PA  19473, $28/hour. 
 
Jill King, 811 Maple Avenue, Phoenixville PA  19460, $28/hour. 
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Joyce Cimaglia, 123 W. 35th Street, Reading PA  19606, $28/hour. 
 
Shirley Ziegler, 770 Freemansville Road, Shillington PA  19607, $28/hour. 
 
Kristin Hoffmaster, 20 E. Third Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Sharon Holloway, 1485 Briarwood Lane, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
 
Michael Koman, 72 W. Indian Springs Drive, Glenmoore PA 19343, $28/hour. 
 
Marie Pettine, 2428 Overlook Drive, Gilbertsville PA  19525, $28/hour. 
 
Karen Kemmerer, 1009 Mews Drive, Sellersville PA  18960, $28/hour. 
 
Denise Leschak, 105 Center Road, Douglassville PA  19518, Substitute, $28/hour. 
 
Deborah Jones, 63 Popodickon Drive, Boyertown PA  19512, Substitute, $28/hour. 
 
Bonnie Trainer, Box 270 Glendale Road, Pine Forge PA  19548, $28/hour. 
 
Nicole Cieri, 172 N. Highland Avenue, Norristown PA  19403, $28/hour. 
 

   ADDITIONS TO ELEMENTARY TUTORING 
(Paid through EAP Grant) Effective for the 2005-06 school year.   
 
Doris Baer, 343 Jefferson Avenue, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour, Teacher. 
 
Assistants 
 
Martha Coulter, 65 Brookside Court, Boyertown PA  19512, $12.03/hour. 
  
Pamela Pascal, 312 E. Moyer Road, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Vicki Bianchi, 229 Deerfield Way, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Judith Friend, 737 Logan Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Joanne Howe, 854 Hale Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Tuere Perkins, 20 N. Charlotte Street, Pottstown PA  19465, $12.03/hour. 
 
Cynthia Edmunds, Maple Gardena Condos E9, Pottstown PA 19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Joan Rhoads, 418 May Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
Dawn Sheffey, 172 S. Roland Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
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Marybeth Reinhart, 635 King Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
   
Shanta Betts, 363 Walnut Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $12.03/hour. 
 
TECH PREP CLERICAL/SUPPORT 
(Paid through Tech Prep Grant) To provide clerical support for Tech Prep after normal work day 
hours 
 
Nicole Tehansky, 31 S. Madison Street, Boyertown PA  19512, Secretary,$18.41/hour (after 40 
hours/week). 
     
1ST PRESBYTERIAN TUTORING PROGRAM 
(Paid through 1st Presbyterian Grant) Effective for the 2005-06 school year. 
 
Lori Hoshaw, 204 Walnut Ridge Estates, Pottstown PA  19464, Teacher/Keyboarding Club, 
$28/hour. 
   
William Parks, 86 Salem Road, Schwenksville PA  19473, Teacher/Sports Club,$28/hour. 
   
Mary Trate, 658 Geigertown Road, Birdsboro PA  19508, Teacher/Art Club,$28/hour. 
   
Mary McMahon, 24 Walnut Street, Pottstown PA  19464,Assistant/Sports Club, $12.03/hour. 
           
LEARNING CENTER POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 
(Paid through Tutoring Grant) 4 nights per week/2 hours/night, effective for the 2005-06 school 
year. 
 
Joseph Golightly, 619 State Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Teacher, $28/hour. 
   
Deborah Bosler, 73-3 Azalea Way, Reading PA  19606, Teacher, $28/hour. 
   
Deborah Demko, 255 Shelbourne Road, Reading PA  19606, Substitute Teacher, $28/hour. 
   
Janice Bobst, 114 N. York Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Clerical Support, $12.03/hour. 
   
Rose Bolognese, 200 Popodickon Drive, Boyertown PA  19512, Substitute Clerical Support,  
$12.03/hour. 
 
LEARNING CENTER POTTSTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(Paid through Tutoring Grant) 2 nights/week, 2 hours/night, effective for the 2005-06 school 
year. 
 
Aliceclair Faust, 898 Chester Drive, Pottstown PA  19464, Teacher, $28/hour. 
Bruce Brungard, 87 New Road, Elverson PA  19520, Teacher, $28/hour. 
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Vicki Mutter, 1435 Sunset Drive, Pottstown PA  19464, Clerical Support, $12.03/hour. 
 
ADDITIONS TO 21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER 
(Grant Funded) 
 
Kelley Eroh, 39-E Canterbury Circle, Reading PA  19607, Tutor, $28/hour. 
   
Steven Trieval, 608 King Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Substitute Security/Custodian, $15/hour. 
       
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE POTTSTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Maximum of $1,000 combined total, for meetings to develop the State School Improvement 
Plan, effective during the 2005-06 school year. 
 
Stephen Allen, 644 Alleghanyville Road, Mohnton PA  19540, $28/hour. 
   
Kevin Downes, 291 Second Street, Schwenksville PA  19473, $28/hour. 
   
Kathryn Eagle, 185 St. Clair Street, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
   
Dereth Hicks, PO Box 483, West Chester PA  19382, $28/hour. 
   
Mary Ann Hill, 1629 Potter Drive, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
   
Dee Pettine, 290 Old Orchard Road, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
   
Lisa-Kaye Rossi, 1672 Potter Drive, Brookside Farms, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 
   
James Tsakonas, 412B Buchert Road, Pottstown PA  19464, $28/hour. 

 
HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 
 
Creative Health Services, 212 High Street, Suite 103, Pottstown PA  19464, Homebound 
Instruction, , $20/hour for up to 5 hours/week, effective September 13, 2005. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION ELECTIONS 
 
Amber Ryberg, 1227 Maple Street, Pottstown PA  19464, Dance Instructor, $15/class, 
 effective September 1, 2005. 
 
EXTRCURRICULAR SALARY ADJUSTMENT 
 
Richard Daniels, 1338 Wexford Drive, West Chester PA  19380, Head Football Coach, 
Pottstown High school, from Level 4 to Level 5, from:$7,041 to:$7,378, effective for the 2005-
06 school year. 
 
APPROVAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE/.SUPERVISORY PROFESSIONAL LEAVE 
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Major Fitz-Patrick and Mr. Daniel Tracy to attend the Conference on Integrated Learning:   
The School-To-Career Connection, State College, PA, November 7-9, 2005, with expenses  
paid through Tech Prep funds. 
 
PROFESSIONAL LEAVE 
 
Mr. Joe Golightly, Mr. Adam Neil, Ms. Melissa Schubert, and Mrs. Denice DeAntonio to  
attend Integrated Learning: The School-To-Career Connection Conference, November 7-9, 2005,  
State College, Pennsylvania. 
 
   ! Four substitutes for three days = $1020.00 
   ! Expenses paid by Tech Prep 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Eight students participate in Pine Grove Furnace survival camping, October 28-30, 2005,  
Pine Grove Furnace and Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  Major 
   Fitz-Patrick to chaperone. 
  
   ! No substitutes needed 
   ! All male students - no female chaperone needed 
   ! Cost of $30.00 per student 
 
Eight students to visit Princeton University, Yale University, and Harvard  University,  
November 11 - 13, 2005.  Mr. Greg Troutman and Ms. Patricia McCloy to chaperone.   
 
   ! No substitutes needed 
   ! Cost of $120.00 per student 
 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PLACEMENTS 
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the placement of students to the Alternative  
Education Program, located within the Pottstown High School, effective various dates  
since September 6, 2005 and the names be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005- 
2006-037. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION CONTRACT-CAMPHILL SPECIAL SCHOOL-BEAVER RUN 
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve a contract with Camphill Special School,  
Inc., Glenmoore, Pennsylvania, to provide educational services to a Pottstown School District  
special needs student for the 2005-2006 school year at a cost of $29,500 per year.   
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SPECIAL EDUCATION CONTRACT-OPPORTUNITIES/ELWYN INC. 
 
The Superintendent recommends the Board approve a contract with Opportunities School/Elwyn,  
Inc., Birdsboro, Pennsylvania, to provide educational services for two (2) Pottstown School  
District special needs students at a cost of $24,000 per student per year. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two.  
Motion carried. 
 
NON-CONSENT 
 
AMMENDMENT TO BORROWING RESOLUTION 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Huss  and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill that the board approve an 
amendment to the Borrowing Resolution passed on Thursday, September 15, 2005 and a copy be 
filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-038. 
 
 Mrs. Thomas will abstain from the vote, due to the fact that the public was unable to view 
these documents. 
 
 Mr. Thees stated that any time we can save the taxpayers money he is for it. 
 
 Upon roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: Barnhill: aye; Hartman: aye; Huss: aye; 
Robertson: aye; Smock: aye; Thees: aye; Thomas: abstain. Ayes: six. Nays: none. Abstain: one. 
Absent: two. Motion carried. 
 
RESOLUTION ON PROPERTY TAX REFORM 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Huss and seconded by Dr. Smock that the board adopt a Resolution 
encouraging the Pennsylvania legislature to adopt a comprehensive solution to the issue of 
property tax reform by addressing the core issues of our educational funding system and a copy 
be filed in the Secretary’s office as addendum #2005-2006-039. 
 
 Mr. Thees felt that the school district does control local spending, however, Harrisburg 
dumps additional cost on districts.  
 
 Dr. Smock stated that decisions are driven by state mandates. 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
BID AWARD 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Huss and seconded by Mr. Thees that the Board reject all bids for 
Renovations to Bobby Shantz Field as all are above the amount budgeted and a copy be filed in 
the Secretary’s office as addendum # 2005-2006-040. 
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 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
BID AWARDS 
 
 It was moved by Mr. Hartman and seconded by Mr. Huss that the Board approve orders 
to the companies for the amounts indicated, the award in each case being made to the lowest 
bidder meeting the required specifications and a copy be filed in the Secretary’s office as 
addendum #2005-2006-041. 
 
   1. Baseball Scoreboard 
   2. Baseball Field Equipment 
 
 Upon roll call, all members present voted aye. Ayes: seven. Nays: none. Absent: two. 
Motion carried. 
 
INFORMATION 
 
1. Barth Banner – November 2005 
2. Edgewood Chronicles – November 2005  
3. Franklin Focus – November 2005 
4. Lincoln Log – November 2005 
5. Rupert Review – November 2005 
6. Closed Work Orders 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
1. Discipline Collaborative 
 
 Dr. Lindley advised the board that training has been scheduled for Youth Court. 
 
2. Facilities Update 
  
 Mr. Bush advised the board that the redistricting commission will hold their second  
 meeting on Thursday, November 10, 2005. Mr. Krem informed the board that the  
 commission is taking its job very seriously and feel that they can complete their mission  
 and report back by the February 16, 2006 board meeting. 
 
3. Fitness Facility and Track Use Update 
 
 Dr. Lindley advised the board that fundraising has begun. 
 
4. Athletic Facilities Construction – Shantz Baseball Field Concessions/Restroom – Grigg 
 Stadium – Hartman/Huss/Lindley/Armato/Angstadt/DeRenzo 
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 No update. 
  
 
5. Education Tax Credit Designation Process 
 
 No update. 
 
6. Virtual or Shared AP Classes 
 
 Dr. Lindley presented a handout to the board from Mr. Tracy and his visit to the 
Intermediate Unit on Virtual High School. 
 
7. Traffic Study/Crossing Guards 
 
 Mr. Bush stated that there is a meeting scheduled with the elementary principals for 
November 7, 2005. All elementary principals have received a copy of the traffic study for their 
respective buildings. A meeting will be set with Officer McClincy to discuss implementation.  
 
8. Pottstown Elementary Schools Instrumental Music Process 
 
 Mr. Sparagana reviewed the districts process for beginning music lessons.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 1. Personnel 
 
 Mr. Sparagana reviewed personnel items which will be placed on the November 17, 2005  
 board agenda for approval. 
 
 2. Alternative Education Placements 
 
 Dr. Lindley  reviewed two alternative education placements  to be placed on the 
 November 17,  2005 board agenda for approval. 
 
 3. Professional Leaves/Field Trips 
 
 Dr. Lindley reviewed one field trip to be place on the November 17, 2005 board agenda 
 for approval. 
 
 4. Transportation Contracts 
 
 Mr. Bush reviewed transportation contracts with CMD Services to be placed on the  
 November 17, 2005 board agenda for approval. 
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 5. Resolution for Bond Refunding – 11/17/05 Meeting 
  
 Mr. Bush advised that with this resolution the board will set the savings parameters for  
 the second phase of the bond refinancing. 
 
 6. Additional New Business Items 
 
 None. 
  
  

   FEDERATION REMARKS 
    
   None. 
 

REMARKS BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
 
Mrs. Thomas enjoyed Mr. Rodriguez presentation on final exams. 
 
Mr. Robertson would like the final exams proposal to be placed on the board agenda for the November 
17, 2005 meeting. 
 
Mrs. Barnhill thanked Mr. Bush for his efforts on bond refinancing. 
 
Mr. Hartman thanked those in attendance at tonight’s meeting. He thanked Mr. Garner for his comments.  
He thanked Mr. Rodriguez for his presentation. 
 
Dr. Smock acknowledged Mrs. DiPaolo and her staff for Franklin’s fund raising efforts and their presentation  
of $6,500 to the Red Cross. 
 
Mr. Thees reminded everyone that next week is elections.  
 
Mr. Robertson advised that since the students have been responsible for the set up of this room the  
microphones have been working perfectly. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mr. Robertson advised that there will be an executive session immediately following the meeting 
to discuss real estate.. 
  

   ADJOURNMENT 
 
    It was moved by Dr. Smock  and seconded by Mrs. Barnhill  that the Board adjourn.   
   Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 

 
            _____________________ 

           James R. Bush, Secretary 
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